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SURF LIFESAVING WA AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany - Parliamentary Secretary) [5.52 pm]:  I congratulate the Albany Surf Life 
Saving Club on its success at the recent Surf Lifesaving WA Awards of Excellence.  Club captain, Ken Clark, 
was awarded the Order of Merit for patrol life saving.  Ken Jacobs received what he calls the “get-a-life award” 
for putting in more than 190 hours of patrols during the season, as well as being involved with the training of 
junior members.  Ken also won his first gold medal in the Ironman Competition this season.  Past President, 
Celia Waugh, was named successor of the year, with Robert Clark from the Floreat Surf Life Saving Club.  Celia 
stood down after four years as president and more than 15 years on the committee.  John Beaton has taken over 
the presidency for the coming season.  John has vast experience at the club and has been its driving force over 
the past few years.  Extensions have been planned for the new building.  The Albany Advertiser was awarded the 
outstanding media service award to surf life saving.  This year the club celebrated 50 years of affiliation with 
Surf Life Saving Western Australia, and records show that a life saving club has been in Albany since 1917.  The 
club has membership of 330, and half of its members are under 17 years of age.  Danny Burkett, the director of 
youth, makes sure that these members have a great time on the beach, at home or when competing away at 
carnivals.  I thank also those committee members who retired at the end of the season for their contribution to the 
club.  They are Perdi Gough, director of lifesaving; Wayne Kalmund, director of education; Simona Damm, 
director of finance; and Greg Webb, boat captain.  I congratulate also Dannika Spurgeon, who represented 
Western Australia at the national leadership challenge, Monique Nicholson, who received a Peters Junior 
Achiever Award at the junior state titles, and Sid Marshall for 40 years of continuous patrol service to surf life 
saving at the Albany and Denmark surf life saving clubs. 
 


